Syd. Northern Districts Table Tennis Assoc’n Inc.
                             Presidents report for 2008.
The year 2008 was generally speaking satisfactory for our Association. We were able to keep the number of registered players at the same level and despite a small loss and a quite extravagant expenditure on advertising, the financial position remains solid.
In the beginning of the year we tried, as a one off exercise, an

advertisement in 5 local papers to attract more members, but the result was disappointing for the cost involved.
During the year we held our usual Autumn and Spring interclub competitions, with Maquarie Uni A winning the Autumn and Suns B the Spring comp in Div’n 1, Nth Syd.Leagues B winning the AR div’n in both and Harbord and Suns teams sharing results in Div’n 2/3
In the lower divisions we had a participation problem especially in Div’n 3 in the Spring comp: not only in numbers but also in the different standards of play. The Autumn comp was played as a combined Div’n 2/3 with the introduction of a handicap system and on review appeared to be the better solution. 
The top 5 winners for 2008 were: Div’n 1: Ken Peng (MQU), AR: Paul Moody (Suns), Div’n 2: Mark Seeto (Suns), Div’n3: Anxi Zhou  ( Hornsby RSL). This challenge is only held after the Autumn comp and has been organised by the Suns club since it was invented. It is recommended that other clubs should try to add this event to their calendar.
The District Individual Championships were also held at Suns and this time on Saturday 6th September because of the unavailability of a suitable Sunday. In looking back it caused only a slight reduction in players but in total provided a positive result. Our new District Champion is Justin Han, who, to my knowledge, a few months later became our first National Champion by winning the Australian U18 title.                                                                                                                A new initiative was the introduction of an email list of all eligible players and where available invitations were sent advising players that the entry forms for the District championships could be obtained from our website. In future more use will be made of this facility to not only save time and postage as well as stationary costs, but also to communicate in a more efficient manner and make all kind of information and forms available by visiting our website.
The Committee regrets that it had to adjudicate over a few disciplinary matters mostly to do with bad sportsmanship and poor behaviour. We ask our members to at all times consider the spirit of the game, to understand we play for pleasure, to respect their opponents and accept the referee’s decision. Referees should be decisive and not allow any hold ups during a game because of a dispute. 
Finally I like to thank my fellow committee members, Barry Davies, Mark Seeto, John Wells, Jill Abrahams, Ingo Kamleitner, Edward Caruana and Moshen Amidi/Daniel Chau for all their support  and without whom the SNDTTA could not function as it does. Also a heartfelt thank you to Rod Falck and Syd Birchall for their recording work and Rod also for keeping us all informed via the SNDTTA website. Special thanks are also due to Barry Davies in his dual and demanding function as Secretary/Treasurer and Jill Abrahams in organizing the successful operation of our Manly Vale facility.
Theo Morsink,

President SNDTTA Inc.

11/2/2009.

